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Just What Does The Parish Council Do?

‘f ome people seem to have the idea that the Parish Council is perhaps no more than
a talking shop preoccupied with streetlights and potholes. Nothing could be
further than the truth. It really is local democracy in action.

Sure, streetlights and potholes do get discussed, but more serious issues affecting the
whole of our community are also dealt with by the Parish Councillors. These include
issues like increased traffic due to AVDC house-building plans, worries about Luton
airport expansion and, of course, planning applications within the village.

Two new councillors have just been co-opted——Jackie Farrands and Peter Shorrock.
In May’s local elections the size of the council will be increased from five to seven
councillors, so two new recruits will be sought. The duties are not onerous—basically
attending a two hour meeting every six weeks—and you do not need any
qualifications. You just need to be an adult and to have lived in the village for more
than a year. Newcomers should not feel reticent—new blood is always very welcome.

This is an ideal opportunity to put something back into the community, which can be
very rewarding. If you’d like to know more why not contact our parish clerk Kate
Curry on 681137 and ask her for more information.

With that, I’m handing the rest of this month’s editorial over to
Clare Shorrock, who has an excellent idea to help our Church.
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Friends Of Aston Abbotts Chureh

As we all know, Aston Abbotts Church has difficulty in raising the not
inconsiderable amount of money demanded by the Diocese each year let alone
the money needed to keep the actual building in good repair. At present, urgent
work is needed for more than one area, not least rewiring costing in the region of
£2000. While very few of us attend church on a regular or frequent basis, there is
surely a good case to made for maintaining the building in good repair, as a
church is one of those important aspects of a village, like pubs, shops, and
schools which keep a community alive and vibrant. We lost our post office and
school long ago, the restaurant has closed and the Bull will shortly follow suit. It
is therefore important to do everything we can to keep the church viable.

We are therefore planning to form a “Friends of Aston Abbotts Church” which
will be totally independent of not just the Diocese but the Parochial Church
Council as well. It will aim to raise funds as needed to keep the church in good
repair and will have a separate bank account from the PCC. If you can spare some
time to help with this please contact Clare Shorrock on 681260. You do not need
to be a church goer or even a believer, just to believe that all aspects of
community life are important.

~ Clare Shorrock

In your New Year Chronicle ~
o Newbury Racing Trip

o Girl’s Happy Hour

e New Year’s Eve Party

e 630 Club Christmas Party
e The World’s Easiest Quiz

e Parish Council Meeting Minutes

N
&
S
S

and much, much more......
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Congratulations to Andi and Becky Swain on the
birth of their daughter Mia Rebyn. Mia arrived at
8.20 am on the 16" January 2003 at Stoke
Mandeville Hospital - weighing in at 71b30z /
3.27kg—and described by Andi as, “Officially a
real cracker and all-round gorgeous daughter!” Andi
and Becky would like to thank everybody for the
pressies, flowers and cards—and for the beers
bought at the head wetting for the new dad.

2604096906006

We send best wishes to Minnie Doggett of

Bricstock who is recovering well after an accident in

her home. We hope you are fully recovered soon.
VI PGS DG

Belated birthday wishes to Peter White who

celebrated his birthday on the 8th January. We hope
you had a great day Peter.

Our best wishes to Sally Palmer who is scheduled
to go into hospital for an operation this month.
eePs4 00000000

We are all very pleased to sce that Tomy Hinds
operation was successful and he is back home again.
2620060609006

It’s very nice to sec Percy Humphries up and
about after major knee surgery. From the way he is
now ‘dashing’ around the village, we conclude the
operation was a great success.

PE646 09804500

We’d like to welcome Jackie Farrands and Peter
Shorrock, who have joined the Parish Council.
They replace Gwen Kempster and John
Sansome whom we would like to thank for their
past work on our behalf.

6045069040640

Sorry to hear that Cephus had a nasty fall whilst
shopping in Aylesbury. We hope he recovers
quickly and will soon be seen working on his

allotment.
PPOPLLOLL IS E S

We’re sorry to hear that Amne and Dickie Dicken
have been so ill and we’re glad you’re better now.
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ROVERS WERE RED
NOW RAV'S ARE BLUE
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I'VE WASHED THEM ALL
COS I LOVE YOU.
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To the 1st man, happy valentines day, love the
multiples, keep em comting, love ] X x X

\AAAAAAAA A A 2]
To the gorgeous, flipping, turning babe, you

We were very sorry to hear about the death of will be my valentine fove'ver, from tbe cbeeky)
Ray Coates. Plcase see page 5. cbipmunk. XXX
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Aston Hoorin g

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
“ 07767 786671 (mobile)

244840044

2855205848520 0458252424588084884550842528545
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Is ery ‘3 Founded in 1963

COARSE FISHING 01442 876009
Hog Lane, Ashley Green, Bucks
Mount Pleasant Farm Oven 7 d kK 1030 2.00
en 7 days a wee .30 am — 2.
DBunton Road Stewkley pen TRy mosTem
Please call or visit the office if you are
FISHING LIMITED TO interested in :-
MEMBERSHIP - adopting a dog - assisting with fundraising
- dog walking - donating blankets/towels
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS collars/leads/money
WELCOME

No Dog Needlessly Destroyed

TELEPHONE 01525 240451 Registered Charity 257557  www.cdrs.btinternet.co.uk
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In The Village

Posiscript To 2002 - Newbury

’é[ orse racing is undeniably pleasant in
summer, but has never appealed to
me in Winter, which is why I’ve always
turned down Tony Hinds offer to go to
the November meeting at Newbury.

However, after one particularly heavy
session in the pub, 1 weakened; and at
7.35 am., on the last Saturday of
November, found myself at the ‘Bull’
drinking a beer prior to boarding a coach
to Newbury. That bus must have been
declared a ‘duty free zone’ because no
sooner were we underway than bottles of

the full English breakfast when we
stopped at ‘The Fox’ at Chieveley.

More decadence as many of the ‘die-
hards’ drank ‘alcoholic beverages with
their breakfasts—and far worse to
come!! Not content to wait until we got
onto the racecourse, a collective bet (on
‘Marlborough’ an absolute ‘dead cert’.)
of some £90.00 was telephoned through
to Tony’s bookmaker. Apparently, the
‘bookie’” was ever so grateful and didn’t
stop thanking Tony until he put the
phone down!! More gambling for money

onto the racecourse.

As 1 might have guessed, when we got
on the course it was very cold and
threatening rain. Nonetheless, there were
plenty of stalls selling hot drinks and
food and once in the ‘stand’, it was
largely dry and out of the wind.

The regular ‘attendees’ in our party
continually consulted racing papers, and
all had very firm views as to which horse
just couldn’t fail to win each race; they
were equally knowledgeable at the end

Port appeared, were opened and passed
around (Why Port at that unearthly hour
of the morning??). Of course, I declined
such depravity but thoroughly enjoyed

Girls Happy Hour

Z ast year at a party someone suggested, perhaps only half
seriously, the idea of starting a 6.30 club for the girls. It was
only when later on in the year someone else suggested it too
that [ began to think that perhaps we should give it a try. For
anyone who does not already know what the 6.30 club is, a
group of about twenty chaps meet up for an hour or so on
Saturday nights for a drink and a chat. It is open to anyone who
wishes to join in, and you do not have to attend each week
religiously. If you are new to the village it is a very good way
of meeting people. Outings and activities are organised
throughout the year, often involving both members and their
partners. In theory it is open to ladies, in practice it seems to be
men only, so why not have a “girls only” equivalent? After all,
why should the men have all the fun!

Since women seem to have far more to do than men, (it’s down
tools and all jobs are abandoned by Phil at six pm on Saturdays
here) a better time might be Seven pm onwards, staying for as
little or as long as you like, the general idea being an hour or
so. Unfortunately many of us work on weekday evenings or
have other commitments and the most popular evening seems
at present to be Tuesday. I apologise if this does not suit
everyone, but that would be an impossible task. The idea is to
have an initial get together to see how many people are
interested in the first place. Attending every week would not be
a requirement, just come whenever you can or want to. The
idea is just to have a girls get together—whether it could
develop in to more, such as occasional outings, would be open
to debate. It would of course be open to anyone in the village
as long as they are female! New residents would be especially
welcome.

If anyone finds this of interest, the first session will be on
Tuesday February 1 1™, at The Royal Oak from 7 to 8 ish.

If you are interested but cannot make this date or you have any
other comments or suggestions then please contact me on
681544 or Jackie on 681182 so that we can keep you informed
of any future meetings.

Hope to see you there!

~ Carol Spooner

as cards were produced, and still the
‘drink’ flowed. I have to say, that as an
impartial bystander, I was shocked, and
all too pleased when it was time to go

of each race as to precisely why they
hadn’t won. 1 was amazed by their
knowledge but it was all a bit of a

(Continued on page 11)

RAY COATES

Ray Coates was a local lad who grew up, lived and
worked around Aylesbury. He came to Aston Abbotts in
the 90s. He and Jackie soon settled into village life and
were often present at village functions, usually helping or
contributing, A founder member of the ‘Four Fat Blokes’
fete barbecue team and a staunch supporter of the 630
club, Ray’s trademark deadpan expression coupled with a
deliberately over-serious tone of voice was always belied
by the wicked twinkle in his eyes.

Although Ray and Jackie moved to Portugal a year ago
they retained strong ties with the village. Ray attended the
630 club just a week before Christmas. His sudden death
in early January at the age of 55 came as a shock and
caused great sadness to all who knew him. He had many
friends in Aston Abbots. He will be missed and our
sincere and heartfelt condolences go out to his wife
Jackie.

February 2003
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oo Wing Cars =

o Aipors Private Hire:
Cars or

®  Collections Minibus
®  EveningsOuf Tel: (01296) 688739 or 681013

®  Hospitals

NO JOBTOOLARGE Ask for details of our shopping trips.

' M Gi Kitchens - Bedrooms
(ountry Lauig Studies - Offices
(ots x €, Fitted Furniture
A Peaceful Country retreat Kitchens & Interiors s,
for your Catin Spacious | | e ——————aemme  AssociATiON
Heated Farm Accomm odation
Showroom at
Individual and family units, Setting the Standards
7 [pdividual and fam 54 Western Road 4
Bach it nomporaes Tring Tel: 01442 890808
7 separate heated sleeping H er,.r S
area and very spacious run
All diets catered for - HP23 4BB EVB: 01296 688878
' 24 hour supervision
Secure and peaceful -
A\ Inspections welcomed
o
M Gilln Alegander- You Covld Advertise Here...
South Tinkers Hole Farm, A half page advert costs just £25 for a whole year (11 issues)

Cublington Rd, Wing Phone Ivan Greenaway on 01296 682605 ~ Email: ivan@livanti.com
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Letters To The Editor
Phil,

First of all let me wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous 2003.
I would like to further dispel the rumour that I have had a heart
attack—thankfully 1 am fit and well. I would like to thank
everyone for their concern.

We will have closed our doors by the time you read this, our
last function being Burns Night. I decided to close the
restaurant on 31st January and although I have no firm plans
what to do next, at this moment in time we have no plans to
move. Thanks to everyone who has supported us over the 18
years we have been open. | would like also to thank the people
who enjoyed the New Year celebration for leaving everything
so tidy and taking down the decorations, as Brigitte is
suspicious and we weren’t here to do so by 6th January.

Juan & Brigitte
The Old Masters

Dear Phil,

A big “thank you” to Richard Clarke for kindly clearing all
the rubbish left behind after the bonfire. Unfortunately it
seems that every year the array of non-combustible debris
seems to get worse. Many of the items discarded are a hazard
to Recreation Ground users, especially children and pets.
They are also an eyesore that must be particularly unpleasant
for the residents of Bricstock. I echo Richard’s plea to restrict
the bonfire contents to appropriate materials only.

1 would also like the Chronicle to pass on our continued
thanks to Colin Higgs who we regularly see picking up litter
from all around the village. If only some other people could
be a little more considerate!

Before Christmas one of our dogs fell victim to a less
thoughtful person who had discarded bottles on the pavement
and kerbside near the Royal Oak. The resulting broken glass,
which 1 failed to see one dark morning, sliced a large chunk
from my dog's leg. The incident caused pain and distress to
the dog and resuited in two vets appointments which cost
almost £100. So my plea to those inclined to drop litter is to
please spare a thought for innocent victims, like children, pets
& wildlife (as well as Colin, who clears up after you!) and
make the effort to find a bin.

Liz Clarke
The Acorns

Phil,

Good luck to Mike Wenble when he appears in Countdown
(Chronicle, January). Let’s hope he doesn’t come up against a
100 letter anagram like the following;-

“In one of the Bard’s best-thought-of tragedies, our insistent
hero, Hamlet, queries on two fronts about how life turns
rotten” is an anagram of the following;:-

- “To be or not to be: that is the question, whether ’tis nobler in
the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.”

And one for football supporters in Nash Farm:-

When the new stadium was built at Wembley in 1923 for the
FA Cup Final it was fitting that the cup was won by West Ham
United as their name is an anagram of “The New Stadium”.

Phil,

After a nostalgic visit to Aston Abbotts I wanted to
congratulate you and your contributors for an excellent and
informative Chronicle.

John Halsey

Over Kellet, LA6 1DG

PS We are delighted to be known as the Halseys!
Thank you for your kind words, John. They are much
appreciated,

Your letters are always welcome, whatever the subject. Write
to us at the address on page 2, or email us if you would prefer.

Heathrow on our doorstep?

(]' ust one day after the close of the public consultation
period for Luton Airport’s proposed new flightpath over
Aylesbury Vale, the Airport announced it was looking to
expand its runway facilities to accommodate 500,000 air traffic
movements and 80 million passengers per annum (ppa). That’s
bigger than Heathrow with a 3 runway! Luton currently
handles 7 million passengers or 100,000 air traffic movements

p.a.

Local politicians and community groups, including PAVAN
(Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) are furious — and not
only at the projected increase in traffic, but in the way the
airport announced their plans.

During the consultation for the proposed flightpath, PAVAN
warned residents that Luton could expand to 30 million ppa, as
published in their own Development Brief. Luton rubbished
PAVAN’s figures, saying that it would be far too expensive
and an engineering nightmare to try and expand that much and
that we were scaremongering. Obviously we weren’t
scaremongering enough.

But to release the plans when consultees had considered the
new flightpath on previous figures, and after the Government
had closed the consultation period for airport expansion in the
south east of England in general, is cynical, sneaky, and
downright dishonest.

Luton’s plans affect more than Aylesbury Vale, and PAVAN is
joining with other amenity groups and elected authorities to
fight the airport.

For more information, please contact PAVAN at
Rachel@pavan.me.uk, or call 01525 240950.

In the meantime, we must not lose sight of the flightpath issue.
PAVAN and other consultees — that includes area parish
councils — are awaiting answers to questions posed to Luton
during the process. Then there will be a series of Open
Meetings in the Vale prior to Luton allowing consultees
another chance to comment. Then Luton will submit a formal
application to the Directorate of Airspace Policy (a division of
the Civil Aviation Authority) some time in the spring.

Luton hope to be flying the new flightpath in the spring and to
commence building work on the new runways as soon as they
can get planning permission. PAVAN has other ideas.

Submitted by  Rachel Webb

PAVAN
No Fog Curfew 01525 240950
Fleas Okay Rachel@pavan.me.uk
Febraary 2003 The CHRONICLE - Fage 7



J. LEE

ALL ASPECTS OF P
QUALITY & \
CARPENTRY,
JOINERY AND
KITCHEN
INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATES
MOBILE: 07957 364175 TEL: 01296 681979

THINKING OF EXTENDING?

YOU WILL NEED DETAILED
DRAWINGS, PLANNING
PERMISSION, BUILDING

REGULATIONS CONSENT.

‘ ‘P@l"’?@(“t @Zﬂ; k
o+ o f

In the comfort of your own home

No parking problems FOR ALL YOUR DRAWING NEEDS,

PHONE DAVID ON
WINGRAVE 01296 682529

{ Fully qualified stylist to advanced City & Guilds level |
London trained - previous salon owner

FOR A QUOTE AND ADVICE.

For appointment phone
01296 681413
0777 186 7776

Reference available
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New Years Eve Party At The Old Masters

y abiding memory of the first time we

celebrated New Year at the Old Masters, was
that of having a great meal followed by champagne
and at midnight, having to eat a grape each time the
church clock chimed; apparently an old ‘Spanish
custom’. I’ve quite deliberately never repeated the
experience, since by the following morning all those
grapes had given me a dreadful hangover.

By Christmas 02, it was clear that plans were being
hatched for New Year to again be spent at The Old
Masters. However, since Juan and Bridgett would be
celebrating the occasion in Spain, there seemed to be
little danger of having to repeat the ‘thing with the
grapes’ and subsequent risk of ‘grape poisoning’.

The Old Masters proved to be a wonderful venue for
this year’s event, particularly after ‘The Team’ (both
John’s, Dee, Anne, Alison, Dave, Lol, Clare,
Francesca & Bob) had added their decorations and
‘loaded’ buffet table to the restaurant.

By ten o’clock all seventy five or so ‘guests’ had
arrived and judging from the number of people
dancing and the general ‘hubbub’ were clearly
enjoying themselves.

Thanks to the extra large TV screen, glasses were
raised and toasts drank at the precise time, followed » : ‘ :
by an immediate rush to be the first to wish friends a ' L y o ‘

Happy New Year. The picture above shows Sheila and Percy Humphreys, and

that below is John Brancker and Neil Chesher.
Pictures by Ivan Greenaway

Very many thanks to all who made this a truly great
occasion; not least of all Juan and Bridgett at The Old
Masters.

February 2003 The CHRONICLE - Page 9
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“We drank here, socialiged here, and
so-we ‘bought’ the Pulb!”

Ian and Paula welcome you to their friendly village Pub
/ Restaurant.

A great welcome, and friendly people.

FRESHLY PREPARED FOOD served
Tuesday to Sunday, DIETARY
PREFERENCES A SPECIALTY

REAL ALES and GOOD WINE
TAKE AWAY SERVICE
GARDEN with CHILDREN’S PLAY area
SMOKE FREE area.

Unobtrusive TV for sporting events, and
varied quiet background music.
As ex-customers ourselves we understand more of your

needs. Come and see for yourself, you’ll be made very
welcome. |

1 Wing Road, Stewkley, Beds. LU7 0JB. Telephone & Fax 01525 240272
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| Aston Abhotis Parish Council

Unofficial minutes from the meeting held on 15th January 2003

Present

T.Manning (Chairman), R.Clarke, M.Kent, J.Farrands and Mrs
K.Curry (Clerk). Two members of the public attended.

Apologies were received from Peter Shorrock, County Clir
Brenda Jennings, and District Clir Peter Cooper.

Jackie Farrands was co-opted onto the Council and welcomed
by the Chairman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. Matters
Arising included the news that the burnt out shed outside the
entrance to Badgers Oak Farm is still there. There was some
discussion regarding the use of the ‘Recreation Ground’ fund
held by the Parish Council.

County Council, District Council & Police
Matters

P.C. Mac McCully was at the meeting and introduced himself,
He said that Aston Abbotts has a very low crime rate, with no
break-ins reported to the Police during the past six months,
although there was some car crime just before Christmas.
Richard Clarke offered a vote of thanks to P.C. McCully for the
help he gave the village with the Fete last summer.

No one was present from either the District or County
Councils.

Comments From The Floor
Local roads — drainage grips are still blocked on many routes,
causing flooding during wet weather.

Dog fouling, particularly in Chapman’s Alley and on the
Recreation Ground, is still a problem.

Footpaths outside The Birches and the Old Chapel have not
been repaired, and there is a hole in the road outside 16, The
Green.

To Set The Parish Precept For 2003 - 2004

The revised budget prepared by the Clerk was discussed and
the Council RESOLVED to set a precept for 2003 — 2004 of
£4700. This represents a rise of approximately 5%.

02/03274/APP Badgers Oak Farm, Cublington Road. Change
of use of barns to stables (retrospective). Resolved to make no
comment on this application.

02/03275/APP Badgers Oak Farm, Cublington Road. Creation

of manege (retrospective). ). Resolved to make no comment on
this application.

02/03297/APP 4, Church Row, Aston Abbotts. First floor side
extension. Resolved to make no comment on this application.

Recreation Ground
Safety check — children’s play area: nothing to report.

The next meeting of Aston Abbotts Parish Council will be on
Wednesday 26th February 2003 at 8 pm in the Church Room.
Everyone is welcome to come along,

~ Kate Curry, Parish Clerk

Two TV aerials meet on a roof - fall in love - get married. The
ceremony was rubbish but the reception was brilliant

A man walked into the doctors and said "I've hurt my arm in
several places". The doctor said "Well don't go there any more"

Aston Abbotis Ladies Club

23" Jan. 16 members were present. After a short business
meeting, the Club decided against a theatre trip because of lack
of interest, but would have a trip to Frosts Garden Centre at
Woburn, followed by a lunch. Members would use their own
cars for transport. Date to be arranged.

Our speaker for the afternoon was Mrs. Evans from Dunstable
who gave us atalk about Dunstable from 1700 to 2000. She
was very interesting and knew her subject well. She was
thanked by Shirley Ford.

Tea was served and the raffle was won by Daphne Rogers,
~ Shirley Ford

(Continued from page 5)

mystery to me, so, not to show my ignorance 1 simply and
quietly placed bets on horses with nice names..

More bottles of Port on the way home followed by a very nice
curry at the ‘Bull’.

All in all, a very pleasant though rather long day. I have to say
though, winning so much money just didn’t seem morally right
so I donated it all to my favourite charity.

Thanks Tony - lets do it again some time.

PS. That nice horse “Marlborough’ allowed Tony’s
bookie to keep the £90.00

CHILTERN HILLS VINTAGE
VEHICLE RALLY 2003

- SUNDAY, 18th MAY -
AT WESTON ROAD, ASTON CLINTON

TRADE STANDS - AUTOJUMBLE
REFRESHMENTS - LICENCED BAR

CRAFT MARQUEE AND
OTHER ATTRACTIONS

720 ENTRIES IN 2002

ALL CLASSES OF VINTAGE
VEHICLES WELCOME

WOODLANDS FARM, ASTON CLINTON
01296 631666

The above Rally Event is run by the Game Club Charity,
which makes donations to individuals and worthy causes
within the Aylesbury area where assistance is not covered
by any National Charity. If you know of any one who's in
need of assistance, for whatever reason, send in details to
The Chairman, the Game Club, c/o The Partridge Arms,
Green End Street, Aston Clinton, Bucks.

Fe &Jma/y 2003
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BIGNELL & BRANDON

Carpentry, Glazing,
General Building and
Maintenance

Aylesbury 681242 Aylesbury 681972

Mobiles 07979 804516 or 07768 126612
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Wing
Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire
LU7 ONR
Tel: (01296) 688117

www.countrystylehaircouk
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THE CHRONICLE

Advertising rates per annum

FULL PAGE Back £ 70
Inside £ 40
HALF PAGE Back £ 40
Inside £ 25
QUARTER PAGE Back £ 25
Inside £ 15
EIGHTH PAGE Back £ 15
Inside£ 10

Front page 1/8™ size permonth £ 5

OTHER SIZES Inside £ 10

Seasonal, short term, or one-off ads are
also accepted at these rates

Send copy and cheque payable to
The Chronicle to
Ivan Greenaway, 1 Nash’s Farm,
Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury
Tel 01296 682605

ASTON ABBOTTS
CHURCH ROOM
L

Available for
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Folk Evenings
Dances : Bingo
Just about anything!

Maximum 60 people

For further details call
Doris Scutchings on
01296 681243

Cost £5 per hour +
metered electricity

£2.50 per hour + metered
electricity for Parish
residents
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630 Christmas Party

don’t know why we continue to call it a Christmas Party when it’s

deliberately held in the middle of January; intended as a ‘Rather
Dreary Time Of The Year Party’ (Perhaps ‘Christmas Party’ trips off
the tongue more readily!) . Anyway, on the 11" Jan., members decorated
the function room at the ‘Bull’ with lights still warm from having been
removed from Christmas trees, compromising pictures of previous
parties (Courtesy of our Ed.), candles and other table decorations and
enough crackers and party poppers to make Saddam think twice about
attacking.

A ‘Most Outrageous Bow Tie’ competition organised by ‘Wilkie’ was a
great success with the majority of members wearing pretty innovative
creations. The prize winner was Lol Hinds, although nobody; certainly
the judges, realised just how ‘outrageous’ his entry was until he dropped
his trousers. Well! The organiser had said there would be no rules!

A raffle raised over £150; with the highly sought after prize, a bottle of
Bollinger, going to Geoff & April.

There followed a substantial buffet provided by Louise with additional
‘puds’ by April, Rita, Carol and Vanessa.

Of course, nothing could have prevented ‘Chesh’ writing, a ‘630 song’
taking the ‘mickey’ out of members. We knew he would, so by way of
‘gentle retribution’, a poem suggesting several reasons why he always

turns up late on a Saturday night was written and read by ‘yours truly’.

Despite having only been discharged from hospital that afternoon, Tony

Hinds ensured we played ‘Silly games’ until it was time to ‘dance the Geoff Curnow with his highly imaginative bow tie.
night away’ to Lol’s disco. In the picture below you can see the three bow tie
Everyone seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed the evening so many competition finalists—from left to right Peter

Shorrock, Lol Hinds (Neil Chesher judging) and
Andy Bystra.
Words by Andy Bystra—pictures by Ed.

thanks to Frank, Louise, Rob and Wendy for looking after us
so well. Also to all who helped set up and clear away the
following moming.
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For all your
Painting & Decorating
needs

Call fora

Free Estimate:

ainting & Decoratin

www.ambdecorate.com
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WINGRAVE PRE-SCHOOL *
for ages 27 - 5 i,

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 12:00 &

The Community Centre, Church Street, Wingrave Qﬁw
Qualified staff L

Ofsted inspected L

Government voucher scheme for 3-4 year olds zﬁ
Children's learning is promoted in a friendly
& fun atmosphere &

Contact:
Claire Upton on 01296 681700 or Sonya Hardy on 01296 688833
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| Chesh’s 630 Christmas Party Song—and Andy’s Reply!

« An Aston Abbotts party wouldn’t be complete without one of Neil Chesher's songs—and this years 630 Christmas party was no

exception.

This time he came up with this little ditty sung to the tune of 'The Quartermaster’s Stores’.

However, Andy Bystra felt that, as Neil was forever taking the mickey out of the rest of us, some kind of response was in order. His

poem in response is reproduced on the right

To the tune of ‘The Then there's Aidi, Aidi
Quartermaster’s Stores’....

Chorus To the Club, to the club

. Aidi, Aidi
It;leow the 6.30 Club is the place to Like his father, very shady
Where Frank gives away beer for In the 6.30 club, The 6.30 Club
free Chorus
Let's go to the Pub

To the 6.30 Club

Now the Beer, Beer
Sometimes it is queer

In the pub, in the pub

Now the Beer, Beer

It's too bloody dear

In the Bull and Butcher pub

There was Wilk, Wilk
Bow ties made of silk
In the club, in the club

In the club, in the club
Yes Andy, Andy

To the 6.30 Club
Chorus

So here is Bob, Bob
He's always on the job

. . Yes it's Bob, Bob
There was Wilk, 'W111.< The only Rhyme is Nob
Pretending Beer is milk At the 6.30 Club
In the 6.30 club ’
Then there's me, me,
Chorus But I'm really 6.50

And old Spooner, Spooner
Wished he'd joined it sooner
In the club, in the club
Spooner, Spooner

He ain't no sort of Crooner
At the 6.30 Club

It's my club, it's my club
Yes its me,me

The one and only 6.50
At the 6.3.0 club

Chorus Twice to finish

Tried to smuggle in a lady

Of course there's Andy, Andy
Thinks he's bloody handy

Only comes here for a shandy

Before the club, and after club

Well! Thank you Chesh, that song was great
Though we didn't expect anything second rate

And we all would have thought; - Hey what's amiss!
If you hadn't contrived to take the piss.

My challenge to you most certainly lit

Your rhythmical style and razor like wit
Like a hungry old trout; you rose to the bait
And a disrespectful ditty; just could not wait

Our six thirty club is a growing band

We've even got our own ‘brief’, here, on hand
So don't you upset us or make us ‘blue'

We might have to instruct him, you to sue.

But tell us ‘matey’ - and tell us true

Have any of us offended you?

For you never arrive here, before six fifty
Are you that tight!!; or plain, bloody thrifty?

Some of us think we know the reason

Convinced it's not just downright, treason

Could be your age? - do you need more rest?

Or just can't quite come;- to depart a warm “nest'?’

One school of thought, with a sense of derision
Felt you may have a dose of terminal indecision,
And cannot quite choose; or don't even dare
Pick that yellow bow tie, you're just dying wear.

Guesses, and theorems; many were posed

But now we all know; - and the matter is closed
The facts are before us and we have to be fair

It takes twenty minutes to comb all your hair!

The World’s Easiest Quizx

Inspired by a newspaper quiz, Peter Shorrock has compiled
“The World’s Easiest Quiz”. He says that passing requires 10
marks, but I think you should all get at least 16!!

1. How long did the Hundred Years' War last?
2. Which country makes Panama hats?
3. From what animal do we get catgut?

4. In what month do Russians celebrate the October
Revolution?

5. Of what is a camel's hair brush made?

6. After what animal are the Canary Islands named?

7. What was the first name of King George VI?

8. What colour is a purple finch?

9. From where do Chinese gooseberries originate?

10. How many are there in a baker's dozen?

11. What sort of animal is a Bombay duck?

12. What colour is a Rhode Island Red?

13. In what month are Oxford University May balls held?
14. What sort of animal is a slow-worm?

15. How many towns comprise the Five Towns about which
Arnold Bennett wrote?

16. What sort of geographical form is the Isle of Dogs?
17. What colour is hunting pink?

18. What colour is red tape?

19. What is Adam's ale?

20. From where did Stilton cheese originally come?

All done? Then check your answers on page 19
~ Peter Shorrock

The Friends of Whitchurch Surgery

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10 A M.
SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2003

at Whitchurch Surgery, Oving Road,
Whitchurch

Please come along, have a cup of coffee, and see
some of the items bought during the past year.

February 2003
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HARDWICK PRE-SCHOOL

JOHN BRIDLES HALL :%:
LOWER ROAD, HARDWICK oy

e

g Our school caters for children aged between 2'2 and 3
4% years old.

]

_ We are open for S mornings a week between 9.30am
“ and 12.15pm and Tuesday and Thursday afternoons “§;"
from 12.15pm to 2.45pm.

Sessions for children aged 3 or over are free subject 5.
to the provision of government vouchers. e

Children generally leave our group to attend
Whitchurch Combined School.

Come and meet our friendly, caring staff and read
our excellent OFSTED reports.

Please telephone the Play Leaders

Tracey Creed 01296 714889
Kym Sims 01296 688169

o am f@&i}@ﬁ% :
S o7 Gy W«v:gssh : ;}A“@’
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Laura Dempsey
Quahf:ed Saddler

| Ful repair s servce ncba’ng ngs
 Side saddle renovation and repai | 3
“Saddbs repaired & reflocked - - plus fﬁ‘tmg serwce :

| Authorised Suppker & Fitter of

"Flair Ride on Air " Saddle System =~

Why not try ridng your horse in a "I‘lau" Sadde ?
For a tna/ contact me.. } ; ,

24, High ! St North Marston Bucks MK18 3PD
‘Tel/fax :- 01296-670201 .
e-mail :- Dempsey@cheekpiece.fsnet.co.uk

Alison J Whittaker

B.A. Hons. Music

Piano, Electric Keyboard &
Theory of Music Teacher

10 Recreation Ground Cottages
Wingrave
Nr. Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 4PH Tel: (01296) 681639

LEARNING FRENCH or
SPANISH CAN BE FUN

o With tuition at home that you can share
with friends

e Courses for complete beginners or any
level, at times to suit

o Includes background to the culture of the
country

o Plenty of variety, lots of practice (Social
and/or business)

e Tutor currently teaching in Cublington,
references can be supplied

Please phone Malcolm Burrell
for further information telephone

01525 221413

ITCHER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
& GENERAL REPAIRS

“VALENTINE COTTAGE”
43 QUAINTON ROAD
NORTH MARSTON
BUCKS

MK18 3PR

Home 01296 670950
Mobile 07803 610 152
| S

R — ‘J
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hat an exciting Autumn Term at the School! Thank you to

everyone for welcoming me into the life of the community
and supporting me in my first term as Headteacher. As the
term draws to an end I thought I would share with you some of
the highlights and tell you about some of the future
developments. This is not a complete list by any means as the
staff and children have been extremely busy.

Our ICT suite has now been finished. We have 15 flat-
screened P.Cs for children (one between 2) and a teacher tutor
computer so that the teacher can access the screens of the
children's computers. All 16 machines are networked and
linked with the internet. At the same time as completing the
suite, we decided that we would have all our classrooms cabled
so that children could access the internet from their classrooms
as well. There is internet access in the library too so that
children can research information effectively, greatly
enhancing the teaching of all subjects. We have also gained a
portable interactive white board and projector so that this can
be used by classes during the daily lessons. We are committed
to providing our pupils with an education that prepares them
for the technological society of the future.

Literacy and Numeracy

During this term we have been receiving 'focus’ support for
both literacy and numeracy from the authority. This has been
very stimulating for teachers and children - the consultants
have been sharing their expertise, working alongside teachers
and pupils in the classrooms and providing professional
development for teachers during staff meetings and training
sessions.

Creative Arts

Whilst we have been focusing on the three Rs we have not let
the creative arts diminish. Just before Christmas the
curriculum was enhanced by music workshops led by Theatre
in the Village Company - Silk & Steel. Class 5 joined with
other schools at Brookmead School for a 'Festive Come and
Sing' morning and the whole school participated in a B.T
workshop which developed speaking and listening skills.

Our infant department treated us to 'The Best Gift of All' which
was a fantastic performance and the Junior School hosted a
super evening of Christmas Celebrations.

Sport

Each week the school offers a varied programme of sporting
activities - netball, football, country dancing and short tennis.
In the Spring term there will also be cross-country practices.
We have just received sponsorship from Perkins for a new
football strip which is great news.

Links with the Community and Church

We have taken part in the Wingrave Village Appraisal with
children producing information leaflets about their likes and
dislikes of living or coming to school in Wingrave - skate parks
are very popular!

The whole school attended Wingrave Church for our Harvest

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

WINGRAVE C.E. COMBINED SCHOOL

Twelve Leys, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4QG

Tel/Fax: 01296 681436
Headteacher: Mrs S. Leggett BEd (Hons)

Festival Celebration. This year we took the theme of the 'Good
in the world'. The church was beautifully decorated with the
children's prayers and thoughts. Children also took part in the
Christingle Service on the 15® December.

My thanks go to Siv Tunnicliffe for organising these events and
for supporting teachers in the delivery of the Religious
Education Curriculum. Siv has worked with year 6 children
looking at Religion in the community focusing on what it
means to be religious, prayer and worship. She has also
worked with year 4 children on ‘Symbols in the Christian
Faith’.

We continue to maintain and improve links with Wingrave Pre-
school and Brightstart Nursery.

School Association

The dedicated School Association has organised numerous
events this term including Parents' Disco, 2 children’s discos,
Bonfire & Fireworks Night, Christmas Bazaar. These events
are great fun and raise a lot of money for school. Thank you to
all the members of the P.T.A

Extra Curricular Activities

Alongside sporting activities the school offers a varied
programme of other clubs to cater for all interests. We have a
French, textiles, chess, computer, recorder and board games
club. We are developing links with Aylesbury High School -
specialist language college and hope to become one of their
partner schools. The High School help us by providing
resources to use in our French Club.

School Buildings

The exterior of the building has been receiving a face-lift - roof
repairs, painting, new guttering and windows. In the Spring
term we hope to begin redecorating areas inside the school.

In the Spring term we hope to improve the environmental area
by the car park and improve the Courtyard area by providing
more seating, game activities and planting areas.

Plans for the future

We have plans to develop an outdoor learning environment for
the Reception children in the area outside class R and class 1.
We are hopeful that this work will begin in the summer term.
We would like to purchase some large climbing apparatus so
that older children could benefit from this facility too.

I hope this gives you a ‘glimpse’ of some of the aspects of a
very busy school life. We do have a few vacancies in some of
our year groups, so if you know of anyone moving into the area
please encourage them to contact the school. May 1 wish you
all the best for 2003.

~ Sandra Leggett. Headteacher

Help the school—see
Schools Promotions on
page 23

Febraary 2003
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Hair hy Jane

In the comfort of
Your own home

20 years experience
Special rates for
pensioners

For enquiries or appointment
please ring Jane on:-

01296 4137624
Or
07778 971848 (mobile)

Andalucia ~ the perfecf setting for your holiday

Duplex to sieep 6

3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Kitchen, Lounge, Patio
Swimming Pool and Gardens

Situated in the fishing port of Caleta on the Costa del Sol.
40 Minutes drive from Malaga airport.
A quiet location close to all amenities.
Available to rent throughout the year

Call lain or Sue on 01296 688 ?_79

QUALIFIED CARPENTER

RELIABLE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KITCHEN, FLOORING, WARDROBES, DOORS,
DECKING, ANY HOUSEHOLD CARPENTRY
NO JOB TOO SMALL

COME ON LADIES! GET SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO ALL THOSE JOBS YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
HUBBY TO DO FOR AGES!

PHONE ANDY ON: 01525 240691

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

TOM MANNING (Chairman)
5, Little Mollards, Twelve Leys, Wingrave ~ 682455

KATE CURRY (Parish Clerk)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane ~ 681137

MARGARET KENT
6 The Green ~ 681454

RICHARD CLARKE
Maplewood, The Green ~ 681286

JACKIE FARRANDS
1 Norduck Cottages ~ 681182

PETER SHORROCK
Qak Farm House

District Councillor
PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor
BRENDA JENNINGS
25, The Green, Soulbury ~ 01525 270610

High Street, Whitchurch
Tel. 641384
GENERAL STORES

& OFF LICENCE

MOME DELIVERY SERVICE

Lincoln’'s Store is happy to offer
this service to help the elderly,
housebound or the just ‘too fed up
with shopping’

24 hour notice - Free service
within the village of Whitchurch
and a £2 delivery or £20 minimum
order to customers in surrounding
villages. ’

Fresh bread delivered daily -
fresh vegetables - groceries - plus
a1 wide range of household
requisites and stationery,
confectionery and drinks.

We can also offer a dry cleaning
and shoe repairing service -
and even bulk supplies of pet
food.

OPENING HOURS

Monday-Friday
8.00am-5.00pm

Saturday
8.00am-1.00pm

Sunday
9.30am - Tpm.
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A Canadian Dream

Shirley Ford continues the story of the
trip to Canada that she and Andrew
undertook last year.

Sept 10™

Woken up about 6am. by the high pitch
whistle of Elks wandering around the
bungalows. However, we had to be up
anyway and on the coach by 7.15 to
travel to Jasper Railway station to board
the Rocky Mountaineer train. The
sunrise was beautiful and the mountains
had halos of pink and orange clouds. We
boarded at 7.30 and wow!! What luxury.
Each carriage had seats for 48 people,
pullout tables and comfortable
armchairs. Our steward, Alex gave us an
introductory talk as we pulled out of
Jasper. He then served us breakfast; all
the time telling us about the scenery we
were passing through. His knowledge of
the Rockies was amazing.

The train comprised seventeen carriages,
and the last two were ‘parlour carriages
where you could take photos. Alex
always gave us five minutes warning of
something worth photographing.

We were offered food and drink every
two hours and saw the occasional black
bear and osprey nests as we travelled
along. Arriving at Kamloops at 5.00 we
found coaches waiting to take us to our
hotel. Kamloops is spread over several
hills and designated as a city with a
population of 78,000. The North and
south Thompson rivers meet there.

At 6.00pm. 28 of us were picked up and
taken to a local theatre called Forsters,

where tables had been set in the
auditorium for an evening meal. We
knew that we were to see a musical
western based on the life of a real train
robber named Billy miner who lived in
Kamloops. The show lasted an hour after
which we returned to the foyer and a
delicious buffet. It was then early to bed
because we had to be in the hotel lobby
at 6.30 the next morning in readiness to

. board a coach to take us back to the
Rocky Mountain train.

This time, coaches had been added
(making 24 in all). Once settled, Alex
served breakfast but we had to wait 20
minutes just outside Kamloops while a
freight train of 100 wagons crossed the
tracks ahead of us.

Alex was again a mine of information
about the areas we were passing through,
following maps and pointing out places
of interest. The Rockies were beautiful,
trees just beginning to change colour .
Our two days on the train was an
unforgettable experience. We pulled into
Vancouver at 4.185. catching a coach to
our hotel, the Rosedale, which was to be
our base for the next four days. We were
delighted with our suite which was eight
floors up and comprised a sitting room,
kitchen, bathroom, and bedroom.

After an evening meal in the hotel, we
found the hotel’s laundrette, washed a
few cloths and watched TV. Most of the
programmes were devoted to the first
anniversary of September the 11%* Twin
towers disaster.

Thurs 12t

Bit of a ‘lie in’ this morning, breakfast,
then onto the coach which was to take us
on a sight seeing tour of the city and
Stanley park. We stopped at a farmer’s
market and bought cheese rolls, grapes
and apples for lunch. I have never seen
such huge peaches, tomatoes, grapes,
blackberries and strawberries in my life.
After lunch, we took a two hour guided
tour in a ‘trolley car’, seeing different
places to our morning tour. Vancouver is
a beautiful city, with lovely parks, nice
shops and restaurants and so much of
interest to see.

Back to the hotel for a ‘wash and brush
up’, then onto a coach at Spm. for a trip
through the city to see the Capilano
suspension bridge which is 400 yards
long and 250 feet high and bridges the
Capilino valley. Most of our group
walked across and back but I ‘chickened
out’! Then it was onto Grouse Mountain,
some where we travelled by ski cable car
to the top (some 5000 feet high) seeing
two baby black bear in a large enclosure
on the way.

From the top of the mountain, the
countryside looked lovely. We enjoyed
further panoramic views out of the
windows of the restaurant on top of the
mountain and a nice meal seeing the
lights of Vancouver as it got dark. It was
magical! We caught the 9.00 cable car
back down, a ten minute ride back on
the coach to the hotel; a lot of very tired
people.

~ Shirley Ford

The Easiest Quiz—The Answers
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Beery Theory

ne afternoon at the Cheers bar, Cliff Clavin was explaining

HRary L 0 the Buffalo Theory to his buddy Norm.
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“I believe in looking reality straight in the eye... and denying

it.” ~ Garrison Keillor.

Justification at last!!!

“Well ya see, Norm, it's like this...A herd of buffalo can only
move as fast as the slowest buffalo. And when the herd is
hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that are

“This natural selection is good for the herd as a whole, because
the general speed and health of the group keeps improving by
regular killing of the weakest members. In much the same way,
the human brain can only operate as fast as the slowest brain

“Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know, Kills brain cells. But
naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest brain cells first. In
this way, regular consumption of beer eliminates the weaker
brain cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient
machine. And that’s why you always feel smarter after a few

~ submitted by Dickie Dicken
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DO YOU NEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDEN ?

Pruning and strimming

Hedge Cutting \. =
Weeding efc... — P

Experienced in all garden
maintenance - No job too small |

REMOVAL OF WASP NESTS
NOW UNDERTAKEN !

Reasonable rates -
CALL Alan Kempsteron 01239 881348
or on his mobile on 079 560 34888

Painting and Decorating

Gnterior and Exterior

including specialist finishes
graining, marbling, murals efc.

S ighest quality work,

lowest rates

References available.

L2 8 ql)arz’rzg 07206 688785

THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAYS NEXT YEAR?

We have a holiday home for rent in
LYME REGIS, DORSET

for weekends or weekly lets all year round.
Sleeps 4-7. Close to town and beaches,
beautiful views overlooking
Lyme Bay and Golden Cap.

Ring Helen and Simon Dowling for further details
01525 383315
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School Excuses

" Here are some excuse notes from parents (including original
spelling) collected by schools from the US.

1. My son is under a doctor’s care and should not take P.E.
today. Please execute him.

2. Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick and I
had her shot.

3. Dear School: Please ekscuse John being absent on Jan.
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and also 33.

4. Please excuse Gloria from Jim today. She is
administrating.

5. Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday
he fell out of a tree and misplaced his hip.

6. John has been absent because he had two teeth taken out
of his face.

7.  Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing
football. He was hurt in the growing part.

8. Megan could not come to school today because she has
been bothered by very close veins.

9.  Chris will not be in school cus he has an acre in his side.

10. Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He has very loose
vowels.

11. Please excuse Pedro from being absent yesterday. He had
(diahre) (dyrea) (direathe) the... [words in ()’s were
crossed out.]

12. Please excuse Tommy for being absent yesterday. He had
diarrhea and his boots leak.

13. Irving was absent yesterday because he missed his bust.
14. Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his father’s fault.

15. I'kept Billie home because she had to go Christmas
shopping because [ don’t know what size she wear.

16. Please excuse Jennifer for missing school yesterday. We
forgot to get the Sunday paper off the porch, and when we
found it Monday, we thought it was Sunday.

17. Sally won’t be in school a week from Friday. We have to
attend her funeral.

18. My daughter was absent yesterday because she was tired.
She spent a weekend with the Marines.

19. Please excuse Jason for being absent yesterday. He had a
cold and could not breed well.

20. Please excuse Mary for being absent yesterday. She was
in bed with gramps.

21. Gloria was absent yesterday as she was having a
gangover.,

22. Please excuse Burma, she has been sick and under the
doctor.

23. Maryann was absent December 11-16, because she had a
fever, sore throat, headache and upset stomach. Her sister
was also sick, fever and sore throat, her brother had a low
grade fever and ached all over. I wasn’t the best either,
sore throat and fever. There must be something going
around, her father even got hot last night.

24. Please excuse little Jimmy for not being in school
yesterday. His father is gone and I could not get him
ready because [ was in bed with the doctor,

Shipwrecked!

d finally decides to take a vacation. He books himself on a

Caribbean cruise and proceeds to have the time of his life -
-until the boat sank. He found himself swept up on the shore of
an island with no other people, no supplies...nothing... only
bananas and coconuts.

After about four months, he is lying on the beach one day when
the most gorgeous woman he has ever seen rows up to him. In
disbelief, he asks her, “Where did you come from? How did
you get here?”

“I rowed from the other side of the island,” she says. “I landed
here when my cruise ship sank.”

“Amazing,” he says. “You were really lucky to have a rowboat
wash up with you.”

“Oh, this?’ replies the woman. “I made the rowboat out of raw
material I found on the island. The oars were whittled from
gum tree branches. I wove the bottom from palm branches.
And the sides and stern came from a Eucalyptus tree.”

“But, but, that’s impossible,” stutters Ed. “You had no tools or
hardware. How did you manage?”

“Oh, that was no problem,” replies the woman. “On the south
side of the island, there is a very unusual strata of alluvial rock
exposed. I found if I fired it to a certain temperature in my kiln,
it melted into forgeable ductile iron. I used that for tools and
used the tools to make the hardware.” Ed is stunned. “Let’s
row over to my place,” she says.

After a few minutes of rowing, she docks the boat at a small
wharf. As Ed looks onto shore, he nearly falls out of the boat.
Before him is a stone walk leading to an exquisite bungalow
painted in blue and white. While the woman ties up the
rowboat with an expertly woven hemp rope, he could only
stare ahead, dumbstruck. As they walk into the house, she says
casually, “It’s not much, but I call it home. Sit down please.
Would you like to have a drink?”

“No, no, thank you.” he says, still dazed. “Can’t take any more
coconut juice.” “It’s not coconut juice,” the woman replies.
“How about a Pina Colada?”

Trying to hide his continued amazement, he accepts, and they
sit down on her couch to talk. After they have exchanged their
stories, the woman announces,

“I’'m going to slip into something more comfortable. Would
you like to take a shower and shave? There is a razor upstairs
in the cabinet in the bathroom.”

No longer questioning anything, Ed goes into the bathroom.
There, in the cabinet, is a razor made from a bone handle. Two
shells honed to a hollow ground edge are fastened on to its end
inside of a swivel mechanism. “Wow! This woman is
amazing!” he muses, “What next?”

When he returns, she greets him wearing nothing but vines-
strategically positioned-and smelling faintly of gardenias. She
beckons for him to sit down next to her. “Tell me,” she begins
suggestively, slithering closer to him, “We’ve been out here for
areally long time. You’ve been lonely. There’s something I'm
sure you really feel like doing right now, something you’ve
been longing for all these months. You know...” She stares into
his eyes.

He can’t believe what he’s hearing: “You mean... ”, he
swallows excitedly, “You mean... I can check my email?!”

~ Submitted by Adam Shorrock
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Te Woodland Flowers
v Margaret Jarvis

Tel/Fax: 01908 503502 Mobile: 0403 197799

*Vds Thrift Wood, Buckingham Rd, Whaddon

Wingrave Netball Club

7-9 year olds,  9-10 am every Saturday during term fime ot WINGRAVE
SCHOOL. (£1 per session)

10-13 year olds, 9-10 am overy Saturday during term time at
WINGRAVE NEWPARK. Contact Sandy (coach) if interested on 688952

14 yrs—adults, 10-11.30 am every Saturday at WINGRAVE NEWPARK
{£1.50 per session)

ALL NEWCOMERS ARE MADE VERY WELCOME

Milton Keynes MK17 OEQ

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT KAREN 01525 240869

Steart Farm
Boarding Kennels

Stewkley Road, Cublington
Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds

i )

Lakeside Trout & Coarse Fishery
Spacious Kennels in open

countryside catering to
your pets needs

Aylesbury 688764

- Lakeside Farm, Wing Road, Cublington
Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 OLF
Tel: 01296 682201

%)
4

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams

v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

\/Fruit&Veg |

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel: 01296 641207

My N T Ny N, R, N R
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Rectors Report

F or several years the people in Aston Abbotts have been
talking about resurfacing the church path. One of the
major problems is that the edges of the path have collapsed,
and we need to find some form of edging that will conceal the
gradient of the grass bank. Ideally it should be something that
is very low cost and also low maintenance.

Last year there was a scheme put forward to utilise some of the
old grave stones to make an attractive path, together with some
concrete slabs. Sadly this idea proved rather expensive,
although we haven’t quite given up on it yet.

The main path at Cublington Church was laid about fifteen
years ago with modern paving bricks. These have bedded in
quite well, and we are at the stage of trimming back the grass
that seems to want to invade and cover them.

In Wingrave, the Church paths were laid by the Victorians with
very heavy york stone slabs. It was a great sadness to discover
one morning that about half of the slabs on one path had been
stolen.

We hope that the temporary path will be satisfactory for the
time being.

Having the stones stolen does make the mind focus. “What is
so important about a path, anyway”? One of the important
features of a path is that it makes you want to walk along it. It
offers an invitation to find out what it at the other end.

The Church path says something about the journey of life. For
it is the path that we travel to our Baptism. It is the path we
walk on our Wedding Day, and it is the path along which we
travel on our final journey. (Or is that just being sentimental?).

The path provides a link between where we are and where we
are going. There is a danger that we spend so much time and
energy being where we are and trying to enjoy and make sense
of what we are doing, that we forget that we are supposed to be
moving on along the pathway of life.

Maybe it is not such a bad thing to stop and think about that
path and where it is leading us.
~ Bob Wilmott

Schools Promotions

h/ ingrave School continues to benefit from various
promotions schemes, for example Tesco’s Computers for
Schools, Nestle’s Box Tops for Education, Persil's Get
Creative, Leighton Buzzard Observer Target Stamps etc and
one which has recently commenced, Walkers’ Free Books for
Schools. This is the Sth year that The Sun, News of the World
and Walkers have joined forces to give schools a chance to
collect tokens in exchange for free books. Last year Wingrave
collected 4,500 tokens and received 26 books, making a total
of 160 books over the past four years.

Tokens are already appearing in The Sun and News of the
World and will start appearing shortly on Walkers crisps and
snacks. Plus look out for tokens on special packs of Quavers,
Monster Munch, French Fries, Squares, Footballs, 3Ds and
Wotsits from March for a limited period. The collection period
is from now until the end of June.

Under the Nestle scheme 20 bonus tokens were recently earned
(during a special banking period) bringing our current total to
320 (giving the school £32 cash), which is already more than
our grand total last year. There are still two months to collect
under this scheme and tokens from any of the above schemes

Ode To A Chip Van

Aston Abbotts doesn’t have a monopoly on village poets. The
poem below is reproduced, with permission, from the January
Cublington Crier.

For those who don’t know the story: Singer Tony Reese—star
of the Aston Abbotts cabaret and Astonbury and a welcome
friend here in Aston Abbotts—made a brief career diversion
into the takeaway food business. Unfortunately, it didn’t work
out as planned and his large blue and white mobile restaurant
spent the last year parked outside his house in Cublington.

Now read on...

It started one November day

At the bottom end of Ridings Way

The tow truck came and took away

A 'landmark’, so the locals say

And now all you will ever see,

is the spot where the chip van used to be

Some folk clapped and cheered and partied

"At last” they said, "it has departed"

But life's not the same for you and me

Now there's just oil where the chip van used to be

The smell of haddock has dispensed

Joe Missen, they say, is much less tense
Not a picked egg or a mushy pea

On the spot where the chip van used to be

Jan loved that van, and Gillian too

The chip van on one side, on the other, the view

The view will remain, that forever they'll see

But on the road side, a void, where the van used to be

It was easy to find folk while it was there

"Straight on at the chip van", they said, without care
But now when you want to find Valerie

"It's straight on, where the chip van used to

To me it was a friend, like a view, or a tree
Or a picture that hangs in the lavatory

But no more that friend will ever I see

Just the place where the chip van used to be

We said farewell to singer To-ny

Who took Sue afar to live in Stewkley

They would have stayed, but couldn't bear to see
Their spot where the chip van used to be

So when passing strangers ask to see

A bit of local history

There's only one place (between you and me)
That's the spot where the chip van used to be

It's the end of an era, but don't be forlorn
We don't really miss things until they're gorn
The chip van has gone; never again will we meet
But I hear there's a new takeaway in Silver Street.
~ Anon

that you, your friends or neighbours can donate to the school
would once again be much appreciated. You can either pass
them on to someone who attends school, use the collection
boxes at school or in the Wingrave shop or give to me at No 1
Abbey Cottages, Moat Lane, Aston Abbotts. Thank you for
your continued support.

~ Sondra Dickason 682249 on behalf of Wingrave School
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Chiltern Lifestyles “It’sas easyas APC!“

Health - Fitness - Therapy

Get back into shape in 2003 with

one to one Personal Training
Get Fit. Stay motivated.
Come and enjoy our private gym, take advantage of our
nutritional advice and achieve your health & fitness goals.
Book your FREE consultation today

Want to explore the Internet ?
To learn to send emails ?

% Computer equipment to meet your needs
supplied at competitive prices

+¢ Email to keep in touch with Friends & Family

s Explore the Internet - WorldWideWeb
explained - Website Design

¢ Personalised training and instruction in your
home on an on-going basis

+ Using Digital photography

% Upgrades Repairs and Network solutions for

small businesses

Sports Massage Therapy

For rehabilitation following an injury or to loosen up
between training sessions

Body Massage

Just relax and unwind

Call Peter Anold on 01296 681943 or

Graham Ape on 01296 688174

(or email peter(@apconsulting.org.uk or
graham@apconsulting.org.uk )

A P (onsulting

- solving your computing issues -

Keep Fit Classes at Wing Village Hall

Thursday evenings - call now to book your place.

Call now for more information or to book on

01296 688664

Member of the National Register of Premier Trainers and Therapists

Lambskin Coats : Flying Jackets
Moccasins : Mules (optional hard sole) : Slippers
Bootees : Hats : Handmuffs : Gloves : Mitts etc.

Childrens : Moccs : Bootees

Car Seat Covers

RUGS (singles/multiples) from £21

TALBOT SHEEPSKIN PRODUCTS

Burston Hill Farm,
Weedon Road
Aston Abbotts

For further information or a brochure call us on:
Aylesbury (01296) 681218
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" The Chronicle Crossword

February 2003
4 + 5
ANSWERS TO JANUARY
ACROSS "1 Luton. 5
2. Foreign. 11 Opus. 12 Elapse

13 Compared. 16 llex. 17
Knurled. 18 Aces. 19 Leer.
20 Obese. 21 Duty. 23
Orion. 25 Luther. 28 Pla-
v cate. 32 Tress. 33 Lana. 34
Err. 36 Erse. 37 Angst. 39
Red Sea. 41 Idles. 42 Apr.
43 Bye. 45 DSO. 46 Abyss.
48 Arrange.
DOWN: 1. Locked. 2
i 2. 23 lpw 15 Upon. 3 Tumult. 4 Osprey.
S Feed. 6 Old. 7 RA. 8

Epicentres. 9lsles. 10

26 3 18 l‘f Geese. 14 Ale. 15 Reroute.
18 About. 20 OilL 22

' Uplands. 24 Aree. 26

3o 3 sz Hereby. 27 Essays. 28
Plaids. 29 Anglo. 30 Case.
31 Errata 35 Rep. 38 Tsar.

2¢

33 34 40Drag. 44 Esk. 47 Be.
3¢ b |37 55
39 o 4 oz &3
o 4s 46
iy b
Across: 1. Cooking fat (4). 28. - - gas (2) 48. WEAN (an 4) 20. Weird (5)
5. Local town (5) 29. Refers to air (prefix4)  DOWN: 1. Tofree(8)  23- Hobby (7)
9. Culinery herb (7) 30. Feed (3) 2. Flowers (5) Z4. Common verb (2)
12. Boy' name (3) 31. Fish (4) 3. Mass of snow (5) 25. Affirmative (3)
13. Bowl (5) 32. — & when (2) 4. Tangos (6) 27, Never ending (7)
14. Sewing tools (7) 33. Fool (4) 5. Parts of foot (4) 32. State without proof (6)
15. Belongings (7) 35. CARE (an 4) 6. REAL LOG (an 7) 34. Use again (5)
17. ATE (an abbr. 3) 36. Strip of potato (4) 7. TEEM (an 4) 35. So be it (4)
18. Renew; replace ((7) 39. Bill of fare (4) 8. Concert party (4) 37. On camel's back (4)
20. For example (2) 40. Referees (7) 10. Compelled (8) 38. Post script (3)
21. Indefinite article (2) 44. Donkey (3) , 11. Mesh (3) 41. Investment (3 ab. )
22. Soft fruit 9) 46. Communication (7) 16. Wipe out (5) 42. Raced (3)
26. Definite article (3) 47. Relax effort (3&2) 19. Improve (7) 43. To stitch (3)

45. Small street (2)

Compiled by Don Bellingham
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LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - repalrs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

IFENES POLARIS

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
!..QCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

N ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED NN

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 681543

YOUR NEW LOCAL MOT CENTRE

By Appointment 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday.
(Saturday mornings by arrangement)

PLUS all the usual services;-
Petrol Sales
Servicing and Repairs
Free Courtesy Car
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job!
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‘St James Church

L]
Church Services Sunday Readings
2" Feb 10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion 2" Feb Presentation Hebrews 2.14-18;
10.00 Cublington Family Service ) Luke 2.22-40
t! s H .
10.00 Aston Abbotts Parish Communion 9 4 before Lent ;\ﬁg‘;‘j‘;;?g;g- 16-23;
9t 08.45 Cublington Parish Communion 16" 3 before Lent 1 Corinthians 9.14-17;
10.00 Wingrave People’s Praise . Mark ].'40'45
10.00 Aston Abbotts  Parish Communion 23 2 before Lent Colossians 1.15-20;
John 1.1-14
16t 10.00 Cublington Family Service with 2" Mar 1 before Lent 2 Corinthians 4.3-6;
Communion. Combined Mark 9.2-9
service for all three .
Parishes. From The Registers
23" 08.45 Cublington Parish Communion Marriage
10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion 28" December Greg Panter & Liz Wesley at Wingrave
10.00 Aston Abbotts Morning Service Funeral
13" January  Peter Day at Amersham & Wingrave
2" Mar 10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion
10.00 Cublington Family Service
11.15 Aston Abbotts  Parish Communion ST JAMES CHURCH
ASTON ABBOTTS
. . PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Please Note that there is no service
at St James Church on Sunday 16th. Rev Bob Willmott 681623
Gordon Kemp 681763
There is instead a combined service Shirley Ford 681865
at Cublington' Ann Goodman 681763
Andrew Ford 681865

Church Sidesmen

2" Mr A Ford

gt Mr J Hartnett

16" No service (combined
service at Cublington)

231 Mr G Kemp

2" March Mr A Ford

Church Flowers

1st2™ Mr I Belgrove

8"/9th Mrs Loader

15"/16" No service (combined
service at Cublington)

22723 Donated

1*2™ March Mr C Higgs
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

630 Club Andy Bystra 681690
A418 Committee Tom Manning 682455
Astonbury Andi Swain 682651
AVDC Switchboard 585858
Bingo Doris Scutchings 681243
Bull and Butcher Frank & Louise McManus 681520
Busses Arriva 468730 or 423445
Chronicle Advertising  Ivan Greenaway 682605
Chronicle Distribution ~ Andy Bystra 681690
Chronicle Editorial Phil Spooner 681544
Church Mowing Rota ~ Gordon Kemp 681763
Church Room Redevelopment  Tom Manning 682455
Church Room Hire Doris Scutchings 681243
Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 126 4056
Coach Trips Colin Higgs 681343
Coungil Aylesbury Vale District 585858
Council Bucks County Council 395000
County Councillor Brenda Jennings 01525 270610
District Councillor Peter Cooper 681250
Fete Coordinator Barbara Bellingham 681689
Floral Class Colin Higgs 681343
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000
Ladies Club Shirley Ford 681685
L.BO Reports Colin Higgs 681343

Milkman

Mobile Library
NHS Direct

Parish Clerk
Parish Council Leader
Police

Police

Railways
Rambler's Club
Rector

Refuse Collection
Roads & Transport
Royal Oak
RSPCA

Scouts

Shop (Osborn’s )
Toddlers Group
Wingrave Post Office
Wingrave School
Wingrave Stores
Whist Club

Ron Miller Dairies

482838

Buckingham Library 01280 813229
24hr Medical Advice Line 0845 46 47

Kate Curry 681137
Tom Manning 682455
Aylesbury 396000
Wing Police Office 396163
Chiltern 0870 516 5165
Colin Higgs 681343
Reverend Bob Wilimott 681623
Enquiries 585510
Colin Higgs 681343
Teri & Gary Moult 681262
General Enquiries 08705 555 999
Julia Ellis 681118
Bernard Osborn 681233
Claire Greswell 682949
(PO only) 681011
Office 681346
Andy & Helen Hall 681696
Colin Higgs 681343

Please let us know of any evvars ox amissions

Andy and Helen Welcome You to

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE STORES

NEWSAGENT e GENERAL STORE e OFF LICENCE
PHOTOCOPYING e VIDEO CLUB
) ) > DRY CLEANING AGENT e CASH MACHINE

e

- OPENING HOURS
SHOP POST OFFICE
Monday - Saturday 6am - 7pm Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm
Sunday 6am - 1pm Saturday 9am - 12.30pm
Tel: 681696 Tel: 681011

DAILY VILLAGE NEWSPAPERS DELIVERED IN WINGRAVE AND ASTON ABBOTTS
MAGAZINES ORDERED AND SAVED
CONFECTIONARY e ICE-CREAM e GREETINGS CARDS ¢ WRAPPING PAPER
FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES ¢ FRESH BREAD & MILK DAILY
CASH MACHINE IN THE STORE e FRESH BREAD COOKED ON THE PREMISES
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What's On In February

Thursday 6"
Sunday 9"
Tuesday 11"

Thursday 13"
Thursday 20"
Saturday 22"
Sunday 23"
Tuesday 25"

Whist Drive. Church Room. 7.30 pm.

Rambling Club meet at Calverton. 2 pm.

Mobile Library at The Green, Wingrave Road and Oxley Farm.
Rambling Club Members AGM at 13 Moorlands, Wing. 8 pm.

Girls Happy Hour. The Royal Oak. 7 pm. All girls welcome. See
page S

Bingo. Church Room. 7.30 pm.

Whist Drive. Church Room. 7.30 pm.

Whist Drive. Church Room. 7.30 pm. In aid of Church Funds.
Village footpath Walk. Meet at The Green. 2 pm.

Mobile Library at The Green, Wingrave Road and Oxley Farm.
Floral Class. Church Room. 7 pm.

BOOK THESE DATES
PANCAKE COFFEE
MORNING

Tuesday 4th March
Church Room, 10.30—12 noon

OPEN GARDENS
DAY

Sunday 8th June

More details later

Wed 26™ Parish Council Meeting. Church Room. 8 pm. Members of the
public are welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings.
Sun 2™ Mar

Rambling Club members meet at Mursley. 2 pm.

S

Thursday evening Curry Nights will

recommence at the Bull & Butcher on the
=== 6" Feb. If sufficiently well supported, it is

planned to introduce a regular Thai evening
w commencing in March. Please let Louise

know if you are interested in coming along.

Festival Weekend
and Fete

Sat/Sun/ 26th/ 27th
July

Murder Mystery Dinner

o Murder at
the Manor

« Whodunit?
o 29th March at 7.30pm

e Inthe Community Centre

o Two course meal provided

o Tickets £10 from Village Shop or
School

e QGet a table together, watch the

dénouement and play detectives from
your seats!

® In support of Wingrave School Association

Classified

GUINEA PIG HUTCH ~ Length—3 fi; height—2 ft; depth—
1 ft 3 in and GUINEA PIG RUN ~ length—4 ft (triangular
end when up; folds flat; hardly used). £15 the pair. Phone
Gordon Smith : 682373

DIRTY WINDOWS

There is a possibility of a new window cleaning and
general maintenance service coming to Aston
q Abbotts.

We are conducting a survey to calculate the interest
for this service.

Please call 682126 and let us know your
requirements. ..

.. and watch this space for future developments.

S

- The Aston Abbotts Toddler v{\
- Group meet every R
© Thursday morning between & 9- p;
+ 10and RinThe Church o ,{J)
~ Room,Contact Claire

Greswel\ on 68.’2%9 for more mforma‘non
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FLAGKWEDD EBEGTRONIGS

CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS Tel: 01296 682126

The Chronicle reveals all! You know what turns Dave on! But just who 1s
this mystery woman trying to lead our Dave tht/.? Drawn irresist«;};liy...
Like & moth to & flame... Like & donkey to & carrot... Like & 650 club member
to A beer... poor Dave has eves only far o one t[w’ngx. .. our Dave ) ust
cannot resist the lure af A miniature bottle af Bm’lays. He'll qo anywhere...
do Anything for s tipple!
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